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Epiphany/  Bapt i sm of  Chr is t  

Today  i s  one of  those  occas ions  when we have  not  one 
but  two s ign i f icant  events  in  our  church ca lendar ;  
Epiphany ,  which s t r ic t ly  speaking  was  yes terday  6 th 
January ,  and today  the  Bapt i sm of  Chr is t .  

Hopefu l ly  then I  can weave  the  two toge ther  today .  
F i rs t ly ,  Epiphany which means ,  reve la t ion ,  be ing  
as tonished –  an unexpected moment  of  c lar i ty  tha t  makes  
you see  and unders tand th ings  in  a  new and 
t rans format ive  way ,  a  eureka  moment  tha t  w i l l  change ,  
gu ide ,  and shape your  l i fe  f rom now on.  I t  was  these  
events  tha t  the  mys t ics  down the  centur ies  exper ienced,  
and we a l so  see  i t  in  the  Bib le  accounts  when God spoke 
to  indiv idua ls  such as  the  prophets  and changed the ir  
l i ves .  When these  moments  occur ,  the  person connects  
to  the  deepes t  mys tery  of  God.  Epiphany l i tera l ly  means  
‘Heaven opens . ’  

In  Mat thew’s  gospel  th i s  reve la t ion i s  w i tnessed f i r s t ,  not  
by  the  re l ig ious  or  pol i t i ca l  ru lers  o f  the  day  but  by  
s t rangers  f rom far  away ,  Gent i le  Magi  who come seeking  
the  new ‘King  of  the  Jews ’ ,  and when they  f ind h im,  they  
worsh ip  h im.   They f ind h im not  in  a  pa lace ,  in  the  
expected p lace ,  but  ‘God wi th  us ’  in  the  unexpected 
p lace .  
The Epiphany s tory  i s  about  how God i s  found not  a t  the  
centre  of  power  but  a t  the  marg ins ,  not  in  the  cer ta in ty  
o f  cu l tura l  and re l ig ious  sa fe ty  and conformi ty ,  but  
beyond the  boundar ies  where  new re la t ionships  and 
d iscover ies  are  made,  where  the  powerfu l  bow down and 
kneel  before  a  smal l  ch i ld .   
Because  the  Magi  pay  a t tent ion,  and they  go  and speak 
about  what  they  have  seen the ir  l i ves  are  changed.  



Heaven was  opened to  them.  They poin t  the  way  for  us  
to  do the  same as  we too encounter  th i s  reve la t ion of  
‘God wi th  us ’  and a l low the  beauty  and mystery  of  tha t  
reve la t ion to  gu ide  and d irec t  our  l i ves  so  tha t  we a l so  
can revea l  God’s  presence and l igh t  to  the  wor ld  too.  We 
too can open Heaven’s  doors  to  the  wor ld .  

S imi lar ly ,  a t  h i s  bapt i sm,  we are  to ld  when Jesus  h imsel f  
came to  be  bapt i sed the  heavens  are  opened.  The 
heavens  are  opened for  us  too ,  l ike  enter ing  a  new 
d imens ion of  l i v ing ,  for  yourse l f  but  a l so  beyond 
yourse l f .  God’s  wor ld  enters  your  wor ld ,  and you 
exper ience  God’s  love  breaking  down the  barr iers .  Now,  
the  ve i l  be tween you and God has  been torn  apar t .  There  
i s  a  new he ight ,  depth  and breadth  opening  up.  Epiphany 
i s  now,  Heaven i s  opened.  I t ’ s  l ike  Jacobs  ladder  in  
which the  t ranscendent  mys tery  o f  God connect s  w i th  our  
own l ives  and souls .  I t ’ s  l ike  those  wise  men reaching  the  
s tab le  and suddenly  see ing  the  connect ion between the  
s tar  and the  mirac le  o f  the  Chr is t  ch i ld .  I t ’ s  l ike  Mary  
rea l i s ing  tha t  God has  broken in to  her  l i fe  in  a  way  she  
never  imag ined poss ib le .  I t ’ s  l ike  you or  I  rea l i s ing  we 
are  no longer  def ined by  our  s in  or  fa i lures ,  or  our  
l imi ta t ions  but  tha t  the  l i fe  and the  k ingdom of  Heaven 
are  opened for  us  too.   The human response  to  th i s  i s  
sp i r i tua l  Joy .  We hear  the  magi  are  ‘overwhelmed wi th  
joy ’  when they  reach the ir  des t ina t ion,  the  p lace  where  
Jesus  i s .  Their  f i r s t  response  on see ing  the  ch i ld  i s  to  fa l l  
to  the i r  knees  and to  worsh ip  h im as  they  a l low the  t ru th  
of  what  they  see  to  t rans form them.  

In  th i s  t rans format ion,  in  the i r  as tonishment  and 
worsh ip ,  in  the i r  te l l ing  about  what  they  see ,  the  wor ld  
tha t  res t s  on s t ruc tures  o f  power ,  pr iv i lege  and might  i s  
seen as  a  wor ld  tha t  res t s  on th i s  ch i ld ,  th i s  humble  g i f t  
for  a l l ,  a  l i gh t  for  a l l  the  wor ld ,  worsh ipped in  the  Chr is t  
ch i ld  here  on ear th  opening  Heaven to  us  a l l .  



We too are  inv i ted  to  pay  a t tent ion,  to  be  as tonished and 
ta lk  about  th i s  g i f t  in  l i ves  o f  lov ing  humble  serv ice ,  to  
be  where  the  l i gh t  i s ,  to  fo l low fa i th fu l ly .   Las t  week a t  
the  end of  the  year  I  spoke of  seeking  to  f ind our  who we 
are  and to  whom we be long .  Today  a t  Epiphany ,  in  th i s  
reve la t ion of  the  incarnat ion ,  o f  Chr is t  come to  be  wi th  
us ,  he  shows us  who he i s ,  and who we are ,  in  h is  
l i gh t .   Our  response  can only  be  to  be  as tonished and 
amazed and to  bow our  knee and worsh ip  too.   

God’s  reve la t ion,  the  Epiphany ,  the  coming of  the  Dove 
upon Jesus  a t  h i s  bapt i sm and the  words  of  His  Fa ther  
doesn’ t  abol i sh  the  mys tery .  L ike  the  Magi  t rans formed 
by  the  ord inary ,  but  a l so  ex t raordinary  presence of  God 
in  Chr is t  in  the  manger ,  God’s  reve la t ion makes  i t  
poss ib le  to  see  tha t  mys tery  in  every th ing .   Epiphany 
te l l s  us  to  pay  a t tent ion to  a l l  tha t  God wishes  to  revea l  
o f  h i s  love  and wonder ;  in  the  ch i ld ,  in  the  person of  
Jesus  Chr is t ,  to  be  as tonished and f i l led  wi th  pra i se  and 
be  Chr is t ’ s  l i gh t  and love  and open Heaven for  a l l  the  
wor ld .   

Thanks  be  to  God.  Amen.  


