Sunday 29® June 2025: Trinity 2 - ST Peter and St Paul.
Benefice Holy Communion Gilling.

A verse from our Gospel reading today, “Someone said to
him, ‘I will follow you wherever you go’.”

Another way of putting that 1s to ask ourselves the
question, ‘what matters most?’. It’s not an easy question to
answer as 1llustrated by those in the rest of the Gospel who
seemingly had priorities which were more important than
following Jesus. We can all easily argue justifiable
priorities too 1f we are honest with ourselves, but 1t will
always come back to that question, ‘what matters most?’,
and whether we too can say, ‘I will follow you wherever
you go.’

Two people who clearly gave up everything to follow Jesus
are remembered today on this Sunday - Peter and Paul,
who guided the early Church just after the time of Jesus.
Both died as martyrs for their faith in Rome, during the
persecutions of Emperor Nero just thirty years after the
crucifixion of Jesus. Peter was crucified upside down, Paul
was beheaded. Each of these two saints 1s important for
different reasons. Peter was the first Pope and kept the
Church united as it grew very rapidly in the years following
Pentecost. Initially, 1t was the Jewish people who accepted
Jesus as the Savior and so the early Church was Jewish.
But as time went on, Paul also began to preach to non-
Jewish people, the Gentiles as they were called. His
preaching brought huge numbers of non-Jewish people into
the Church, so much so that the number of Jewish people
in the Church was greatly outnumbered by non-Jewish
people. So, both Peter and Paul had very important tasks
1n the early Church: Peter maintaining the unity 1n the
Church which during his lifetime had already spread
throughout the Middle East and Europe, and Paul who



taught the Jewish people that Jesus 1s the fulfilment of
their Old Testament hopes and taught the Gentiles that
Jesus 1s the Saviour. Whenever you see statues of Peter
and Paul, usually Peter 1s holding a key symbolizing his
duty as head of the Church, and Paul is holding the Bible

symbolizing his preaching.

It 1s interesting to note the personalities of both Peter and
Paul. Peter was impetuous—we are told in John’s Gospel
on Holy Thursday night Peter told Jesus that he would die
with him 1if necessary but later that night he denied he
knew him three times. Paul had a fiery and provocative
personality. In his early life he channelled that fire towards
persecuting the Christians 1in Jerusalem, even witnessing
the death of Stephen, the first martyr for Jesus as recorded
1n the Book of Acts. After his conversion, Paul’s preaching
was still fiery and annoyed many 1n the churches.

As we look at the personalities of Peter and Paul, we see
that God called them to use their personalities to spread
the Gospel—Peter to use his impetuous love to look after
the flock, and Paul to use his training as a Pharisee and his
strength of character to ensure that the non-Jewish people
would be welcomed 1nto the Church. Most apostles and
saints are honoured individually, but the Church places
Peter and Paul on a single day together, not to diminish
their individuality, but to magnify their shared mission.
There 1s no separate Feast of St. Peter as such; there 1s
also no Feast of St. Paul (apart from celebrating his
conversion). We celebrate them together, which tells us
how the Church wants us to view these saints. It 1s a feast
not just of remembrance, but of unity: the unity of
doctrine and mission, of faith and works, of authority and
compassion. Together, they personify the fullness of the
Gospel: Peter grounding us 1n unity and solid faithfulness
to Christ, and Paul urging us outward in proclamation,



courage and conversion. It 1s a reminder to us that our
talents and our weaknesses too can become God’s means
of helping others, if we allow. We don’t have to be perfect
for God to work through us; God can work through us,
faults and all, as he did with Peter and Paul.

Although different in many ways both men have one thing
in common as did all the later apostles and saints - they
knew what mattered the most - their love and dedication
to Jesus was priority in their lives. Many gave their lives
for that fact which showed their faith was authentic. It
couldn’t have been just an 1dea or a practise because
people don’t usually die for such things. It was far deeper
than that, far more intense, far more loving, far more
connected to the one who gave them hope - Jesus Christ.

These were ordinary people just like us, who did
extraordinary things. Like them, we too can be
extraordinary. The key 1s realising what matters most 1n
our lives and finding peace in i1t and living 1t each day.

Thanks be to God. Amen.



