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Communion, Gil l ing.  

Some words from our Epist le,  “Now fai th is  the assurance 
of things hoped for,  the convict ion of things not seen.” 

Much has been writ ten about these few words by 
commentators and theologians,  and I guess i t  comes down 
to the quest ion, what exact ly is  fai th? How is your fai th 
today? I ask that quest ion because there are events,  t imes, 
and seasons in each of our l ives when everything we 
thought we knew or bel ieved is  cal led into quest ion when 
the narrat ive of our l i fe has been ruptured, when we no 
longer know what we believe about God, l i fe,  or the world, 
when we’re not sure where to place our trust  or in what to 
hope. These events may leave us wondering,  “If  this kind 
of thing can happen, then how do I l ive now? How do we 
move forward and where is  my fai th?” 

“If  only I had more fai th.”,  we might conclude in defeat.  I  
have never worked out how to get more fai th,  so,  we might 
turn to others who however well  meaning, might say,  “Just  
have fai th,” “Pray more”, “You need a stronger fai th.” Is 
that helpful af ter tragedy str ikes,  our heart  has been 
broken, our world shattered? It  is  not as s imple as 
ordering up some fai th.   

Like many of you, I  grew up with the idea that fai th meant 
me accepting and agreeing to ideas about God, even if  they 
maybe didn’t  make sense. Faith was about my  bel ief  in 
God. That’s  often how we hear today’s Epist le that the 
events of Abraham’s l i fe are about Abraham’s fai th,  but i t  
doesn’t  say “by Abraham’s fai th”,  i t  says “by fai th”.   

What then if  i t  was by God’s fai th in Abraham that 
Abraham set out for a new homeland even when he didn’t  
know where i t  was,  how he would get there,  or what he 
would f ind? Haven’t  there been t imes in your l i fe when 



someone encouraged you, comforted you, stood by you, 
bel ieved in you, had fai th in you? You then might have 
achieved more than you thought you could, or overcame 
what you thought was impossible,  or got through a 
s i tuat ion you never thought you would. If  that is  possible 
with a fr iend or loved one, how much more wil l  i t  be the 
case with God who knows and loves us more than anyone? 

Perhaps what we are being told is  that fai th is  more about 
what God believes about us than what we believe about 
God. We might lose fai th in God, but He never loses fai th 
in us.  What i f  fai th is  our experience of God desir ing us,  
cal l ing us,  connecting and reconnecting with us? What i f  
God’s fai th in us is  a cal l  to l ive ful ly in this moment? 
What i f  fai th isn’t  about having or even needing to have 
the answers but having the courage and trust  to ask deeper 
quest ions that help us discover meaning even in the 
hardest  s i tuat ions and events,  and l ive at  peace? 	It  is  this 
gi f t  of fai th that provides a st i l l  point in an ever-changing 
world, that there’s a peace despite al l  the turbulence that 
might be going on around you, to know that you’re not a 
sol i tary individual amidst other sol i tary individuals,  but 
part  of a great sea of fai th and being, we cal l  the Trinity.  
I t ’s  the sense that our identi ty doesn’t  just  rest  within me, 
or you, but in the divine presence, within our creator,  the 
One who made each and every one of us and knows us 
more than we do ourselves.   

Jesus says in today’s Gospel,  “Do not be afraid,  for i t  is  
your Father’s pleasure to give you the Kingdom.”. God 
gives the Kingdom and He gives us fai th and God doesn’t  
change! Faith isn’t  something we acquire or earn for 
ourselves but something we’ve been given, something 
innate to us,  the true way of being. 

If  that ’s  what fai th is  l ike,  then what are the deep quest ions 
in your l i fe today? And what would i t  be l ike to ask those 
quest ions and seek answers,  and not be afraid? What i f  



doubts and quest ions aren’t  fai lures of fai th but prayers 
and invitat ions for the Holy Spiri t  to offer a word of 
wisdom, guidance and comfort?  Confirmation of God’s 
fai th in us.  If  we believe that fai th,  is  not so much our fai th 
in God, but more about God’s bel ief  in us,  we wil l  f ind we 
have the courage to deal with our fears and come through 
diff icult  events.  Faith may not el iminate our fears but wil l  
instead, show us that something else is  more important 
than what we fear.  That something is  God’s fai th in us that 
comes from His endless,  fai thful Love of His children and 
that gi f t  of fai th from Him reassures us that you and I are 
more important than what we fear.    Thanks be to God. 
Amen. 

 


