
'When the day of  Pentecost  had come,  they were a l l  together in 
one place.  And suddenly  from heaven there came a sound l ike the 
rush of  a  v iolent  wind,  and i t  f i l led the ent ire  house where they 
were s i t t ing . '  (Acts  2 ,  Chapter  2)  

The 24th of  May wi l l  mark the Day of  Pentecost  which comes f i f ty  
days af ter  Easter Day and brings the season to an end ( the word 
Pentecost  which comes from the Greek word for  ‘ f i f t ie th ’  has  i t s  
roots  in  the Jewish ‘Feast  of  Weeks’ . ) .  I t  i s  a  major feast  of  the 
Church’s  year when Chris t ians recal l  how God’s Holy Spir i t  was 
g iven to the disciples af ter  Jesus’  Ascension,  empowering them to 
begin the work of  making disciples of  a l l  nat ions.  I t  essent ia l ly  
marks the next  crucia l  s tage in the l i fe  of  the new Church.  

Jesus had promised his  fo l lowers  that ,  a l though they would not  
see him af ter  his  Ascension,  they would receive the Holy Spir i t  to  
guide and inspire them. The Acts  of  the Apost les  descr ibes how 
the crowds gathered in Jerusalem – represent ing many 
nat ional i t ies  and speaking many languages ,  were able to hear the 
disc iples  preaching in their  own language.  

The colour most  of ten associa ted wi th Pentecost  i s  red,  
represent ing the tongues of  f i re  which the Acts  of  the Apost les  
descr ibes  appear ing above the heads of  the disc iples  as  a  s ign that  
they had received the Holy Spir i t .  The  mitre   worn by a  Bishop 
on his  or  her  head symbol izes  the ' tongues of  f i re ’  that  descended 
upon the apost les  a t  Pentecost .  

Popular  symbols  of  the Holy Spir i t ,  inc lude the dove or  f lames,  
symbols  of  the church such as  Noah 's  Ark and the pomegranate ,  
or  especia l ly  wi thin Protes tant  churches of  Reformed and 
Evangel ica l  t radi t ions,  words ra ther  than images naming for  
example,  the “g i f t s”  and “frui ts”  of  the Spir i t .  Red f lowers  a t  the 
a l tar  or  pulpi t ,  and red f lowering plants  such as  geraniums around 
the church are a lso typica l  decorat ions for  Pentecost  serv ices.  

With i t s  focus on God’s  Spir i t  being poured out  on bel ievers ,  
Pentecost  i s  one of  the most  popular  days  for  bapt isms and 
conf irmat ions in the Church’s  year .  In Chris t ian tradi t ion,  th is  
event  represents  fu l f i lment  of  the promise that  Chris t  wi l l  bapt ize 
his  fo l lowers  wi th the Holy Spir i t .  Out  of  the four New Testament  
gospels ,  the dis t inct ion between bapt ism by water  and the bapt ism 



by Chris t  wi th "Holy Spir i t  and f i re "  i s  only  found in Matthew and 
Luke.  

In June we wi l l  be welcoming Bishop Barry to lead our 
Conf irmat ion serv ice which wi l l  be held a t  Holy Cross  Gi l l ing .  
However,  i t  i s  not  too la te  to be conf irmed and experience a  
wonderful  event  as  the Bishop anoints  each candidate and prays  
for  the Holy Spir i t  to  come upon them and enter  their  l ives  in a  
new and powerful  way.  I f  that  i s  something you would l ike,  p lease 
get  in  touch wi th me.   For a l l  of  us  may this  prayer  g ive us  hope,  
encouragement and peace.  

“Defend, O Lord,  these your servants  wi th your heavenly grace,  
that  they may cont inue yours for ever,  and dai ly  increase in your 
Holy Spir i t  more and more 
unt i l  they come to your everlast ing kingdom. 
Amen.” (Prayer said at  Confirmat ion)  

 


