
Sunday 17 th May 2026. Benefice Communion, Ampleforth. 

“And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the 
world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father,  protect them 
in your name that you have given me, so that they may be 
one, as we are one.” 

John 17 records what is  often cal led the ‘High Priest ly 
Prayer’ ,  spoken by Jesus just  before His arrest  and 
crucif ixion. In these verses,  Jesus prays for Himself ,  His 
disciples,  and ult imately for al l  bel ievers ,  for you and I.  
He begins by acknowledging that His “hour” has come, the 
moment of glorif icat ion through the cross,  resurrect ion, 
and ascension, and He prays that God’s glory may be 
revealed through His completed work.  

Jesus goes on to pray,  “this is  eternal l i fe,  that they may 
know you,  the only true God.”   This prayer frames eternal 
l i fe not merely as salvat ion from sin,  but as knowing the 
Father in a deep relat ional way -  Eternal Life as 
Relat ionship . Jesus does not describe this “eternal l i fe” in 
terms of t ime ,  but in terms of relat ionship .  Eternal l i fe is  
to know God, and to know Christ ,  and in knowing Christ ,  
we experience His glory;  in knowing Christ ,  we belong to 
God. What Jesus was saying about himself ,  he was 
s imultaneously saying about al l  of real i ty .  He then goes on 
to aff irm that al l  who believe in Him belong to God, and 
he asks for God’s glory to shine through his fol lowers.   

John’s wri t ings are al l  about our relat ionship with God and 
God’s relat ionship with al l  of humanity,  with al l  of 
creat ion, with the whole cosmos and every atom.  The 
gospel and let ters of John are al l  about God reveal ing His 
glory,  the nature of His very self ,  and God’s love for the 
cosmos as seen through the relat ionship of love shown to 



us in the person of Jesus,  who is the Cosmic Christ .  We if  
we are  His fol lowers must do the same. If  we do we are 
f i l led with  God’s  Joy;  we are meant to be ful l  of joy 
because our joy in God reflects the joy of the Trinity.  
Creation is  an act  of God’s joy.  The more fai thful ly and 
hopefully we respond to God’s love in our l i fe,  and 
experience His love in our world, the greater wil l  be the 
ful lness of our joy.  

In addit ion, John i l lustrates that  Jesus is  concerned about 
disunity and divis ion because disunity and 
divis ion destroy relat ionship.  So, Jesus prays that the 
disciples wil l  be one.  He desires unity for his 
fol lowers.   This unity is  not an ambiguous declarat ion 
which papers over differences among people.   I t  is  rather 
an extension of John’s understanding of what eternal l i fe 
or salvat ion mean.  In John’s gospel,  eternal l i fe 
is  not about a place or a gi f t  or a cert i f icate of acquit tal  for 
l i fe after death so much as i t  is  about a relat ionship.  That 
relat ionship is  one of love and oneness,  just  l ike the 
relat ionship which exists  between the Father,  Son, and 
Holy Spiri t .   So, i t  must also include such a relat ionship of 
love among disciples;  otherwise,  something is  s imply not 
being properly understood.  

Jesus prays for the unity of His disciples,  “to be one” 
asking that they may be one as He is  one with the Father.  
This unity is  foundational for the Church’s witness and 
mission. It  is  a unity rooted in love, shared purpose, and 
connection to God. Within that oneness there wil l  a lways 
be diversi ty ,  and that is  divine. I t  is  divis ion that is  
diabolical .  Unity exists  al l  around us even at  atomic level 
as quantum physics is  reveal ing to us.  This unity is  held in 



tension by diversi ty .  Divis ion is  caused when we think i f  
something is  dif ferent to what we think, i t  is  wrong. It  is  
not wrong i t  is  just  different.  Only God has the complete 
picture, and we can only f ind unity in Him through Jesus.  
In other words,  i f  God is  in you and you are in God, and 
God is in me and I am in God, we are united not in each 
other and therefore different but are united in God 
through Jesus with each other,  and we are one in our 
diversi ty.   

This unity is  threatened when we don’t  al low our diversi ty 
i t  to be vis ible and we let  divis ion cause us to fai l .  This can 
be caused by rel igious dogma, doctrine, tradit ion, 
prejudice. If  we al low any of these things to become more 
important than our diverse unity we fai l  the prayer Jesus 
said for us to be one so that God’s glory be revealed.   

John 17:1-11 invites bel ievers to enter the heart  this prayer 
of Jesus;  to know God int imately,  to l ive in unity with one 
another,  and to part icipate in His mission with courage 
and fai th.  I t  reminds us that the Church’s strength and 
growth are rooted not in numbers who turn up on a 
Sunday, in procedures or buildings,  but in loving 
relat ionships and shared purpose found only in God. This 
passage challenges us to al ign our l ives with Christ ’s  
prayer,  seeking God’s unity,  in al l  things.  Such 
unity needs divine diversi ty and incorporating the r ichness 
of that diversi ty among us.  I t  is  about l iv ing as one. 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

 

 


