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What matters most in your l i fe? There are many good 
answers we might give:  our family,  our health,  our securi ty,  
our hopes for the future. But today Jesus asks a quest ion 
that reaches beneath them all :  “Who do you say that I  
am?” Our answer does not belong only to a creed or a 
Sunday-school lesson. It  shapes whom we trust ,  how we 
l ive,  and where we turn when l i fe becomes diff icult .  

Jesus begins with the easier quest ion: “Who do people say 
that I  am?” The disciples report what they have heard: 
John the Baptist ,  Eli jah, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.  
They can answer without reveal ing themselves.  After their 
various answers then comes “Who do you  say that I  am?” 
He makes a clear dist inct ion between the “people” – out in 
the world – everyone – and you. You who claim to be a 
fol lower.  Jesus turns from public opinion to personal 
fai th:  “Who do you say that I  am?” That quest ion cannot 
be answered at  a distance. This is  a basic quest ion that al l  
fol lowers of Jesus must answer – and not just  once, but at  
various t imes in l i fe:  Who do we say that Jesus is? For us,  
and for our world and does that matter most to you than 
anything else? 

Peter answers,  “You are the Messiah, the Son of the l iv ing 
God.” We know those words. Many of us have heard them 
since childhood, but what is  Peter actual ly saying? 

Every person carries some understanding of God, and 
those understandings can differ great ly.  Even among 
Christ ians,  our picture of the one God we worship is  not 
always the same. As fai th matures,  our understanding 
should deepen—not because God changes,  but because we 
should always be seeking to see more clearly.  That matters 
because what we believe about God shapes the way we 
pray,  serve, forgive and hope. That is  why Jesus begins this 
conversat ion. He knows that what the disciples believe 



about him wil l  shape the l ives they lead. Their answer 
matters then, and our answer matters now, more than 
anything else in our l ives.  

But Jesus is  not asking for a famil iar answer recited from 
memory which has no relevance or motivat ion. He asks for 
a confession made with the head and the heart—with the 
soul,  and f inal ly with the l i fe.  

So, imagine Jesus asking you direct ly:  “Who do you say 
that I  am?” What would you answer? And what in your l i fe 
would show that your answer is  true? Our response sets the 
direct ion of our l ives.  

But there is  one last  piece of this story that is  vi tal ly 
important.  Peter’s  confession is  not lef t  as a private insight 
and Jesus immediately speaks of his cal l ing to build his 
church. The personal fai th Peter confesses becomes a 
foundation for a community:  people cal led to worship, who 
learn and serve together.  Our understanding of Christ  is  
tested, deepened and sustained in that community of fai th.  
We need that community,  not because the church is  
perfect ,  but because fai th is  diff icult  to sustain alone. We 
need Scripture,  prayer,  worship and the witness of other 
believers.  When storms come, others remember hope for 
us;  when our courage fai ls ,  others strengthen us.  Jesus 
gathers disciples into a community because we need one 
another.  

The church is  not perfect  because i t  is  made up of people 
who always should consider themselves imperfect and 
needing God’s mercy to make them perfect .  All  i ts  
members have different gi f ts  as St Paul describes in his 
let ter to the Romans. Those gif ts  come together in the 
church for i ts  mission to carry the Gospel into the world: 
to offer healing and hope, to work for peace and just ice,  
and to love in his name.,  and Christ  promises that the 
powers of darkness wil l  not f inal ly prevai l  against  i t .  



So today, amid al l  that our world is  facing,  we confess 
again that Jesus is  the Messiah, the Son of the l iv ing God. 
We trust  the one who meets us in every storm, who gives a 
peace beyond understanding, who hears our prayers,  and 
who promises to remain with us always,  even to the end of 
the age.  That is  who Jesus is .  But today his quest ion 
remains:  “Who do you say that I  am?” May our answer be 
heard not only in our words but seen in our l ives.  

Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

 


