
Sunday 9 th August 2026 Patronal HC Service for St Oswald 
Oswaldkirk 

“Oswald set  up the sign of the holy cross and, kneeling 
down, prayed God to send his heavenly aid to those who 
trusted in him in their dire need.” – Bede 

Today we remember the story of Oswald King of 
Northumbria,  taught by St Aidan, and the famous victory 
over the pagan king Penda at  the Batt le of Heavenfield,  
thew si te of which remains a place of pi lgrimage today and 
the si te of many miracles.  One can only imagine the batt le 
that day and the immediacy of threat and danger,  an 
absolute storm of confl ict  and death. Also, the immediate 
response of Oswald in the face of the threat  to erect a 
wooden cross and pray.  

We have al l  been there. We have al l  been caught in one of 
l i fe’s  s torms, battered by circumstances beyond our 
control,  far from safety,  with everything seeming to work 
against  us.  None of us passes through l i fe entirely 
unscathed. Often these storms arrive without warning. 
When they do, our Gospel today asks us to remember the 
appearances of the word “immediately.”  

Like Oswald at  the Batt le of Heavenfield,  in today’s gospel 
we see i t  begins with things requiring immediate act ion. 
We are told immediately  af ter feeding the f ive thousand, 
Jesus makes the disciples get into a boat and go ahead of 
him across the Sea of Gali lee while he dismisses the 
crowds. There is  no t ime to celebrate the miracle or enjoy 
what has happened. Immediately,  they are sent on. 

That word matters because i t  ref lects how l i fe often works. 
Great changes—welcome or unwelcome—can happen 
immediately.  Good news can transform our future in a 
moment.  So can i l lness,  an accident,  bereavement,  or 



another cris is  we never expected. Suddenly,  l i fe is  
different.  The disciples experience such a change at  Jesus’  
command. They leave him just  af ter an astonishing miracle 
and soon f ind their boat battered by waves,  far from land, 
with the wind against  them. 

The next “immediately” comes as Jesus walks across the 
water.  Why does he do this? Because he wants to be with 
his disciples.  They are in a terrifying storm, and he wil l  
not leave them alone. That s imple detai l  carries a powerful 
promise: whenever we are caught in one of l i fe’s  s torms, 
Jesus is  with us and al though He may not immediately calm 
every storm, he meets us in the middle of i t .  When the 
waves batter us,  the shore seems distant,  and the wind is  
s trong against  us,  we are not alone. 

At f irst ,  the disciples are not comforted. Seeing Jesus on 
the water,  they think he is  a ghost and cry out in fear.  
Then comes the word again: immediately Jesus says,  “Take 
heart ,  i t  is  I ;  do not be afraid.”  

There is  an important lesson about prayer here. Fear does 
not mean we have no fai th,  and there is  nothing wrong with 
admitt ing that we are afraid. Our Lord wants us to cal l  to 
him from the storm. Turn the cry of fear into a prayer.  His 
answer is  his presence: “Take heart .  I t  is  I .  Do not be 
afraid.” 

Then Peter says,  “Lord, i f  i t  is  you, command me to come 
to you on the water.” Jesus answers,  “Come.” Peter gets 
out of the boat and walks towards him. He does well  unti l  
he notices the storm. Then he becomes fr ightened and 
begins to s ink. The storm has been there al l  a long. So have 
the water and Jesus.  What changes is  Peter’s  focus.  He 
looks away from Jesus,  looks at  the wind and waves,  and is  
overwhelmed. 



Perhaps you know that experience. I  do. We take our eyes 
off  Jesus,  f ix them on the storm, and begin to doubt.  But 
notice what happens next.  Peter cries,  “Lord, save me!” 
Immediately Jesus reaches out and catches him. There is  
no delay,  punishment,  or demand that Peter f irst  prove his 
fai th.  Jesus catches him the moment he cal ls .  

That matters because guil t  can sometimes stop us asking 
for help. We may think we have fai led, doubted too much, 
or not been fai thful enough. But Jesus st i l l  invi tes us to cry 
out.  He catches Peter f irst ;  only then does he ask, “You of 
l i t t le fai th,  why did you doubt?” Grace comes before 
correct ion. 

When Jesus speaks of “l i t t le fai th,” he is  usually speaking 
to his fol lowers.  He is  not condemning those without fai th;  
he is  cal l ing those who believe to trust  him more. So how 
is your fai th today? 

This gospel is  a s imple story,  but i t  g ives us a truth we 
continually need: Jesus is  with us in the storms. Some 
troubles build slowly;  others str ike immediately.  When 
they come, remember the disciples.  When they cried out 
in fear,  Jesus immediately answered with the assurance of 
his presence. When Peter became overwhelmed and began 
to sink, Jesus immediately reached out and caught him. 

Christ ian fai th does not promise a l i fe without wind and 
waves.  I t  promises that the storm is not the whole story,  
and that we do not face i t  a lone. Prayer may not remove 
every diff iculty at  once, but i t  turns us towards the one 
who is already coming to us.  Even when fear overwhelms 
us,  even when fai th feels no larger than a mustard seed, 
Christ ’s  hand is  near.  

So, when l i fe changes immediately,  when fear comes 
immediately,  or when you suddenly feel yourself  s inking, 
cal l  out.  Take heart .  Do not be afraid. Jesus is  with you, as 



He was with St Oswald who we remember and give thanks 
for today, al l  those centuries ago. 

 Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 


