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In the Epistle today St Paul tells us, “Love does no wrong to a neighbour” and he exhorts us to “Put on Jesus Christ!” – continuing the themes of recent week of keeping our eyes and lives fixed on Him so He is at the centre of everything in our lives especially when things are difficult. Today, the context of this is conflict and renunciation.
Jesus promises, “Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” Today, Christ is among us. That promise reminds us that Christianity is not a solitary faith: we are called into community. We need one another to worship, to grow, and to follow Jesus. Yet community also brings disagreement. In today’s Gospel. Jesus shows us how conflict can become an opportunity for truth, reconciliation, and love.
Jesus intends for us to share our faith and our life and our journeys together. It is part and parcel of what it means to follow Jesus – to be part of the church he founded. We can’t follow Jesus alone. Because following Jesus brings us together, into this community. 
Conflict is inevitable wherever people gather—in families, schools, workplaces, nations, and churches. We may hope the church will be different, but disagreements within a Christian community can hurt deeply because our faith and relationships matter so much to us. Jesus does not pretend that his followers will always agree. Instead, he teaches us how to face conflict faithfully and seek reconciliation.
In this reading, Jesus is teaching the church, then and now, what we should do when there is conflict among us. And this teaching from the Son of God on how to deal with conflict in the church can be applied to conflict in any group, from family and friends to governments and nations. So let’s look at what he has to say. 
Jesus begins: “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone.” His first instruction is direct: go to the person. Do not gossip, post publicly, wait for someone else to intervene, or allow resentment to grow. Speak privately, honestly, and lovingly. Name the hurt but also listen. The purpose is not to win an argument; it is to restore a relationship.
Of course, the other person may not listen. That possibility makes honest conversation frightening, and it tempts us to avoid the issue or direct our anger elsewhere. Jesus nevertheless says: try. Approach the person with humility, courage, and a genuine desire for peace. If the conversation fails, do not retaliate and do not give up; take the next faithful step.
If the private conversation fails, Jesus says to take one or two others. These companions are not a crowd recruited to take sides. They are trusted people who can listen carefully, confirm what has been said, and help both parties move towards understanding. In a family, school, workplace, or church, wise support can prevent a disagreement from becoming a lasting division. Asking for help is not failure; it is a commitment to reconciliation.
If the person still refuses to listen, Jesus says to tell the church. This is not permission for public humiliation. It is a sober recognition that persistent harm affects the whole community and may require clear boundaries. Even then, the goal remains truth, repentance, safety, and restoration—not punishment for its own sake.
Jesus says that the unrepentant person should be treated “as a Gentile and a tax collector.” That may mean the relationship and the person’s place in the community must change. Yet Jesus consistently met Gentiles and tax collectors with truth, mercy, and an invitation to new life. Christian boundaries must therefore never become an excuse for contempt. We may need distance, but we do not stop praying, caring, or hoping for reconciliation.
Those are Jesus’ instructions on how to deal with conflict in the church. Living together as the church is a gift, but it requires patience, persistence, courage, and love. We speak honestly because relationships matter. We seek help because reconciliation matters. We set boundaries because people and communities matter, and we keep the door open to grace because Christ has not given up on us. We work through conflict not merely for our own peace, but so that we may serve the world together. 
Jesus promises that when we gather in his name, he is among us. So let us trust his presence, practise his way of reconciliation, and carry his grace into every wounded relationship.

Thanks be to God. Amen.

